
MARK PRZYBYLOWSKI

for String Orchestra
ESSENTIAL FINGER PATTERNS



Essential Finger Patterns for String Orchestra.

 

Included in this book are four essential finger patterns for the string

player. Through these patterns, students will reinforce their knowledge

of the fingerboard, pitch, intonation, ensemble listening skills, and

much more.

 

How To Use This Book

Studies may be used as a warm up, during more focused ensemble

study within the classroom, or an individual lesson group.

 

Notes:

- All patterns are played in unison. 

- Fingerings are clearly marked.

- Half steps are indicated with an "H."

- Double bass and cello parts introduce shifting into third position. All

fingerings are clearly marked.

- Use of extended first finger and extended fourth finger will be

covered in the cello part.

- Use of half position will be introduced in the double bass part.

- Use of low first finger, low second finger, high third, and fourth finger

will be covered in both the violin and viola parts.

 



Essential Finger Patterns

in first position for string orchestra

Name: _______________________________

Violin

7

Vln.

13

Vln.

19

Vln.

25

Vln.

4

4&

Pattern No. 1 on the D string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1 2

H

3 4 3 2 1 0

Pattern No. 1 on the G string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1 2

H

3 4 3 2 1 0

&

Pattern No. 1 on the A string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1 2

H

3 4 3 2 1 0

Pattern No. 1 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1

2

H

3

4
3

2 1 0

&

Pattern No. 1 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

3 0 1

H

L2 3 L2 1 0 3

Pattern No. 2 on the D string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

L2 3 4 3 L2 1 0

&

Pattern No. 2 on the G string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

L2 3 4 3 L2 1 0

Pattern No. 2 on the A string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

L2 3 4 3 L2 1 0

&

Pattern No. 2 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

L2

3

4

3

L2 1 0

Pattern No. 2 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

3 0

H

L1 L2 3 L2 L1 0 3
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31

Vln.

37

Vln.

43

Vln.

49

Vln.

55

Vln.

&

Pattern No. 3 on the D string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

L1 L2 3 4 3 L2 1 0

Pattern No. 3 on the G string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

L1 L2 3 4 3 L2 L1 0

&

Pattern No. 3 on the A string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

L1 L2 3 4 3 L2 L1 0

Pattern No. 3 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

L1
L2 3

4
3

L2 L1 0

&

Pattern No. 3 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

3

H

L4 L1 L2 3 L2 L1 L4 3

Pattern No. 4 on the D string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1 2 H3

H

4 H3 2 1 0

&

Pattern No. 4 on the G string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1 2 H3

H

4 H3 2 1 0

Pattern No. 4 on the A string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1 2 H3

H

4 H3 2 1 0

&

Pattern No. 4 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1 2 H3

H

4 H3
2 1

markprzybylowski.com

0

markprzybylowski.com

Pattern No. 4 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

3 0 1 2

H

3 2 1 4 3
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Essential Finger Patterns

in first position for string orchestra

Name: _______________________________

Viola

7

Vla.

13

Vla.

19

Vla.

25

Vla.

4

4

B

Pattern No. 1 on the D string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1 2

H

3 4 3 2 1 0

Pattern No. 1 on the G string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1 2

H

3 4 3 2 1 0

B

Pattern No. 1 on the A string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0

1
2

H

3

4

3

2 1

0

Pattern No. 1 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

1 2 H3

H

0

1 0 H3

2

1

B

Pattern No. 1 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1 2

H

3 4 3 2 1 0

Pattern No. 2 on the D string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

L2 3 4 3 L2 1 0

B

Pattern No. 2 on the G string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

L2 3 4 3 L2 1 0

Pattern No. 2 on the A string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0

1

H

L2

3

4

3

L2 1

0

B

Pattern No. 2 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

1 2

H

3 0 1

4 3

2 1

Pattern No. 2 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

L2 3 4 3 L2 1 0
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31

Vla.

37

Vla.

43

Vla.

49

Vla.

55

Vla.

B

Pattern No. 3 on the D string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

L1 L2 3 4 3 L2 L1 0

Pattern No. 3 on the G string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

L1 L2 3 4 3 L2 L1 0

B

Pattern No. 3 on the A string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

L1

L2

3

4

3

L2

L1

0

Pattern No. 3 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

1

H

L2 3 0

1

4

3
L2 1

B

Pattern No. 3 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

L1 L2 3 4 3 L2 L1 0

Pattern No. 4 on the D string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1

2

H3

H

4

H3 2 1

0

B

Pattern No. 4 on the G string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1 2 H3

H

4 H3 2 1 0

Pattern No. 4 on the A string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1

2

H3

H

4

H3

2

1

0

B

Pattern No. 4 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

1

0

2 H3

L1

H

2 L1 H3
2

markprzybylowski.com

1
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Pattern No. 4 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

3

0 1 2 H3

H

4 H3

2

1 0
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Violoncello

Vc.

7

Vc.

13

Vc.

19

Vc.

25

Vc.

31

Vc.

37

4

4

?

Pattern No. 1 on the D string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

H

Pattern No. 1 on the G string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

H

Essential Fingering Patterns

in first position

Name: __________________________________

?

Pattern No. 1 on the A string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1- 1

H

2

4

2 1- 1 0

Pattern No. 1 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

1 2 ex.4

H

0 1 0 ex.4 2 1

?

Pattern No. 1 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

H

Pattern No. 2 on the D string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

H

?

Pattern No. 2 on the G string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

H

Pattern No. 2 on the A string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

2- 1 3 1- 2 1 0

?

Pattern No. 2 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

H

Pattern No. 2 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

H

?

Pattern No. 3 on the D string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

1 2 4 0 4 2 1 0

Pattern No. 3 on the G string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

H

?

Pattern No. 3 on the A string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

1 2- 1 3 1- 2 1 0

markprzybylowski.com

Pattern No. 3 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

H
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Vc.

43

Vc.

49

Vc.

55

?

Pattern No. 3 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

H

Pattern No. 4 on the D string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1 2 ex.4

H

0 ex.4 2 1 0

?

Pattern No. 4 on the G string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1 2 ex.4

H

0 ex.4 2 1 0

Pattern No. 4 on the A string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0 1- 1 3

H

4 3 1- 1 0

?

Pattern No. 4 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

1 2 ex.4 1

H

2 1 ex.4 2 1

markprzybylowski.com

markprzybylowski.com

Pattern No. 4 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

H

œ
œb

œb
œ

œ
œ

œb
œb

˙

Ó œ
œ

œ#
œ#

œ
œ#

œ#
œ

˙ Ó

œ
œ

œ
œ#

œ
œ#

œ
œ

˙

Ó

œ
œ

œ#
œ#

œ
œ#

œ#
œ

˙

Ó

œ
œ#

œ#
œ#

œ
œ#

œ#
œ#

˙
Ó

œ
œ

œ
œ#

œ
œ#

œ
œ

˙

Ó

2



Essential Finger Patterns

in first position for string orchestra

Name: _______________________________

Double Bass

7

Db.

13

Db.

19

Db.

25

Db.

4

4

?

Pattern No. 1 on the D string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1

4

H

0 1 0 4 1 0

Pattern No. 1 on the G string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0

1

4-

H

1

4

1-

4 1 0

?

Pattern No. 1 on the A string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1

4

H

0

1
0 4 1 0

Pattern No. 1 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0

1

4

H

0 1

0

4

1 0

?

Pattern No. 1 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

2 0 1

H

2 0 2 1 0 2

Pattern No. 2 on the D string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

2 0 1 0 2 1 0

?

Pattern No. 2 on the G string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0

1

H

2- 1

4 1-

2

1 0

Pattern No. 2 on the A string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0

1

H

2

0

1 0

2

1

0

?

Pattern No. 2 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

2

0

1

0 2

1 0

Pattern No. 2 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

Half position

4 0

H

1 4 0 4 1 0 4
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31

Db.

37

Db.

43

Db.

49

Db.

55

Db.

?

Pattern No. 3 on the D string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

1 4 0 2 0 4 1 0

1/2 position

Pattern No. 3 on the G string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

1

4- 1

4

1- 4

1 0

?

1/2 position

Pattern No. 3 on the A string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

1/2 position

0

H

1

4 0

2 0

4

1 0

Pattern No. 3 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

1/2 position

0

H

1 4

0 2

0
4

1

0

?

Pattern No. 3 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

1st pos.

2

H

4

1/2 pos.

1 4 0 4 1

1st pos.

4 2

Pattern No. 4 on the D string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

1st pos.

0

1 4

-1/2 pos.-

1

H

2

1

1st pos.

4 1

0

?

Pattern No. 4 on the G string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0

1

4-

2

H

4 2-

4 1

0

Pattern No. 4 on the A string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

1st pos.

0

1 4

-1/2 pos.-

1

H

2

1

1st pos.

4

1

0

?

Pattern No. 4 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

1st pos.

0 1 4

-1/2 pos.-

1

H

2 1 4

1st pos.

1

markprzybylowski.com

0

markprzybylowski.com

Pattern No. 4 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

2 0 1 4

H

0 4

1

0 2
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Double BassDouble Bass

Essential Finger Patterns

in first position for string orchestra

Name: _______________________________

7

13

19

25

31

37

43

49

4

4

?

Pattern No. 1 on the D string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1

4

H

0 1 0 4 1 0

Pattern No. 1 on the G string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0

1

4-

H

1

4

1-

4 1 0

?

Pattern No. 1 on the A string:

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0 1

4

H

0

1
0 4 1 0

Pattern No. 1 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

0

1

4

H

0 1

0

4

1 0

?

Pattern No. 1 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 3rd and 4th note

2 0 1

H

2 0 2 1 0 2

Pattern No. 2 on the D string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

2 0 1 0 2 1 0

?

Pattern No. 2 on the G string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0

1

H

2- 1

4 1-

2

1 0

Pattern No. 2 on the A string:

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0

1

H

2

0

1 0

2

1

0

?

Pattern No. 2 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

0 1

H

2

0

1

0 2

1 0

Pattern No. 2 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 2nd and 3rd note 

Half position

4 0

H

1 4 0 4 1 0 4

?

Pattern No. 3 on the D string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

1 4 0 2 0 4 1 0

1/2 position

Pattern No. 3 on the G string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

0

H

1

4- 1

4

1- 4

1 0

?

1/2 position

Pattern No. 3 on the A string:

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

1/2 position

0

H

1

4 0

2 0

4

1 0

Pattern No. 3 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

1/2 position

0

H

1 4

0 2

0
4

1

0

?

Pattern No. 3 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 1st and 2nd note

1st pos.

2

H

4

1/2 pos.

1 4 0 4 1

1st pos.

4 2

Pattern No. 4 on the D string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

1st pos.

0

1 4

-1/2 pos.-

1

H

2

1

1st pos.

4 1

0

?

Pattern No. 4 on the G string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

0

1

4-

2

H

4 2-

4 1

0

Pattern No. 4 on the A string:

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

1st pos.

0

1 4
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Pattern No. 4 on the E string (Violin and Bass):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 

1st pos.

0 1 4

-1/2 pos.-

1

H

2 1 4

1st pos.

1
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Pattern No. 4 on the C string (Viola and Cello):

- Half step between the 4th and 5th note. 
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THANK YOU

I'm so glad you downloaded this

resource. I hope these exercises will

greatly help you and your students.

 

If you have any questions or comments,

please feel free to reach out any time

using the information below.

Mark Przybylowski
String Educator/Double Bassist

www.markprzybylowski.com

mark@markprzybylowski.com


